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THRRBRULIBS LD LT, In addition to being a chance to reflect on the engagement
between the two cities thus far, this first official visit in a
decade also became a chance to feel the new potential for
future exchange activities.
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During the sister cities discussion attended by both mayors and Obu City Council
Chair Takaba, the Obu representatives expressed their appreciation for Port Phillip's
hospitality, and discussed Obu's plans for commemorating the thirtieth anniversary,
and future exchange activities.
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Through continuing our various exchange activities, we've now

reached our 30th anniversary. | hope to continue to strengthen

the friendship and trust we have cultivated so far.
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It's a great honour to welcome you here for the 30th anniversary.
We are very proud of the sister cities relationship we have built
with Obu City over such a long time.




wmkE iR 30 BFZzRLEL T R—bT Uy TImd
LY bFISITETRDNHAPREESNE L2, RHEICE
RIFGBEDOAE 5T PREEBNTEZETR-— T Uy
Tz L chZEE. KFmICOrDb 0BTy D
Ly IpY hFLINEROBEFREDHBELE L,

RNHETE MHROKREDOH EMmHO 30 BFELSmDME
NeR@WHMTONE LT, Flew Z—2ARSUPEIEFEF
DFZ—DFEICKENAFY VIER, PELBNRESE
DEMEICLDY —SVEHNMRESNET LTz, NERTRIC
. BREEBHICHEZFOERDBHRITON, ZRZERD
FlLiz

A Y -

A reception and ceremony were held at the St Kilda Town Hall, the
City of Port Phillip's main offices, in commemoration of the thirtieth
anniversary of the sister city relationship. In addition to the official
delegation, students and teachers visiting Port Phillip on the Obu Junior
High Schools Delegation, and representatives of Elwood College and
St Kilda Primary School (which both have strong ties to the sister city
relationship) were also in attendance.

After the mayors exchanged greetings, each city presented a
commemorative gift. This was followed by a violin performance
by a student at the Australian National Academy of Music, and a
Soran-bushi dance performance by the students of the Obu Junior
High Schools Delegation. Following the ceremony, attendees had
an opportunity to catch up or get to know each other over light
refreshments.
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Violin produced by Suzuki Violin (in Obu) and decorated with
azaleas (Obu floral emblem) and golden wattles (floral emblem of
Australia) painted by Obu-born artist Kojima Kanako
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Painting: Kangaroo Dreaming, 2023; Artist: Heathy O

Painting by indigenous artist and specially made street signs

showing distance between both city halls.
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The official delegation were given a tour of the St Kilda Town
Hall (formerly the city hall of the City of St Kilda and now the
main offices of the City of Port Phillip) where they observed the
reception area, office areas, art space and the council chambers.
The hall (venue for the earlier reception ceremony) is in the oldest
part of the building, opened in 1890. The roof and interior were
severely damaged by fire in 1991, in which the pipe organ and
many artworks were also lost. Obu City also collected donations
towards reconstruction of the building.

The art space featured an exhibition of prints and other artworks
presented to Port Phillip as part of the sister cities exchange.
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Mayor Okamura and Mayor Cunsolo participated in a
commemorative planting of a Japanese Maple in the Japanese
Garden within St Kilda Botanical Gardens.

The Japanese Garden features a stone lantern presented to Port
Phillip for the twentieth anniversary and funded by donations from
the Obu community. Beside it is a plaque with a message of Port
Phillip's appreciation.

Before the planting, the Elwood Community Choir performed a
special rendition of the Sister Cities Song formerly performed at
sister cities events in Obu.
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State school Elwood College and Aichi Prefectural Obu Higashi
High School became sister schools in November 1985, which
led to the interaction between Obu City and the then City of St
Kilda.

The student body of Elwood College, ranging from years 7 to
12, includes local students of various cultural backgrounds as
well as foreign students.

Guided by Principal Asensio, the delegation observed school
facilities, several classes, and the Obu Junior High Schools
Delegation students in class in an exchange of opinions with
Elwood College students.
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State school St Kilda Primary School began a sister school
relationship with Obu Municipal Ishigase Elementary School in
September 1996, and an active exchange continues with each
school sending delegations of students and staff in alternate
years.

After a warm welcome in Japanese from Principal Higgins and
students, the official delegation observed classes from prep
through to year 5 and 6 as they toured the school, and learned
about the curriculum which takes into account the diverse needs
of students, and its approach to Japanese language education
which is a rarity in Australian schools.
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Located in the City of Port Phillip's Fitzroy Street,
the Victorian Pride Centre provides Victoria's diverse
LGBTIQ+ community with a place for support and
interaction. Its distinct, hollowed-out design with round
walls expresses gender minorities' overcoming barriers
and proudly moving forward. The centre hosts art and
photo exhibitions, music performances and other events
involving gender minorities, and also features a cafe, all
of which are open to the community.

Port Phillip City has long been the centre of Melbourne's
LGBTIQ+ community. Every February, Fitzroy Street
comes alive as members of the LGBTIQ+ community
and supporters take part in the Pride March.
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Linden New Art is a gallery which presents exhibitions
of innovative works by mid-career artists, while also
engaging in educational initiatives by providing ways
for the community to become involved in art, and
opportunities to look at the world from a ditferent
perspective. At the time of the official delegation's visit,
an event encouraged visitors to draw and write freely
on a roll of cloth. Council Chair Takaba drew Obu City
mascot Obu-chan as part of the delegation's message.
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A ceremonial tree planting was held in Obu Midori
Park's Port Phillip Garden to commemorate the
thirtieth anniversary of the sister cities relationship.
Representatives of the local community and staff
and students from Elwood College (who were
visiting Obu Higashi High School at the time)
planted 5 wattle trees. Following the planting, the
participants posed for a commemorative photo
with the hope that as the wattles planted grow and
bloom to make the Port Phillip Garden an even
brighter yellow, both cities will likewise share a
bright, vibrant future.
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The Port Phillip Garden was established in May 1997,
when a delegation from the City of Port Phillip led by
Mayor Christine Haag visited and planted a number
of wattle trees, also unveiling a plaque to mark the
occasion of the first official visit by a Mayor of the
City of Port Phillip. Within the garden are specimens of
silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) and Cootamundra wattle
(Acacia baileyana), related to Australia's floral emblem
the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha), and often
referred to in Japan as mimosa. From February through
to April every year, the garden becomes a sea of yellow,
and a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
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A photo exhibition looking back on thirty years of

exchange since the signing of the sister cities agreement

was held in the Health Lobby at Obu City Hall and

Korei Yume House.
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The painting and street sign presented to Obu City by
the City of Port Phillip during the official delegation's
visit were exhibited in the Council Chamber Lobby at
Obu City Hall, and an unveiling ceremony was held.
The dais is made from Kiso hinoki cypress sourced from
Kiso Town, Nagano Prefecture, with which Obu City
has signed a cooperation agreement on the conservation
and cultivation of water source forests.

During the ceremony, Mayor Okamura told those
assembled that 'this unveiling will serve as a springboard
for a range of projects with the City of Port Phillip to
further deepen the relationship and carry it into the
future.'
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Following the Obu City official delegation visit in August
2023, City of Port Phillip Mayor Cunsolo visited Obu in April
2024.

At Obu City Hall, Mayor Cunsolo viewed the commemorative
photo exhibition in the Health Lobby, and reflected on the
relationship between the two cities. Mayor Cunsolo also
visited Ishigase Elementary School, where a delegation of staff
and students from St Kilda Primary School were also visiting
as part of the sister schools relationship. The Mayor observed
the interaction between the students, and asked staff about
schools in Japan while partaking in a typical school lunch.
Mayor Cunsolo also participated in a commemorative
ceremony in the Port Phillip Garden at Obu Midori Park, and
visited the Okura Park Azalea Festival on her first visit to Obu
City.
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The unveiling ceremony for the commemorative monument was
held in the Port Phillip Garden in Obu Midori Park. Mayor Cunsolo
and the visiting staff and students of St Kilda Primary School also
participated in the ceremony.

Mayor Okamura and Mayor Cunsolo unveiled the monument as a
testament to the friendship between the two cities and with hope
that the relationship would be enjoyed by future generations.

The St Kilda Primary School delegation planted some more wattle
trees and added to the garden, making the ceremony a lively
affair.
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