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Given the origin of the sister cities relationship in the
interaction between schools, education remains an important
area for exchange between the two cities. Exchange between
schools and student delegation programs give students valuable
opportunities to experience other cultures and customs and
expand their outlook with an international perspective. They
also contribute to strengthening friendship and goodwill, and
mutual understanding between our communities.
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Obu Junior High Schools Delegation Program
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The Obu Junior High Schools Delegation program began in 1994.
Every year, twenty students selected from junior high schools
in Obu City, and accompanying teachers, visit the City of Port
Phillip. During the trip, students stay with local families and visit
St Kilda Town Hall, schools and other facilities. The program also
contributes to the development of international human resources,
with a number of participants having been inspired to study abroad
or pursue international careers.
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Ishigase Elementary School & St Kilda Primary School
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Following the establishment of the relationship between the City
of Obu and the City of Port Phillip, Ishigase Elementary School and
St Kilda Primary School formalized a sister schools relationship in
1996. Since then they have deepened their interaction through the
exchange of artwork and letters, and in 2007 they began sending
delegations of students and teachers to one another's schools in
alternate years. During visits, students stay with host families and
experience school life, and contribute to the friendship between
the school communities.




21

I
mﬁ m '\ Yﬁ;% Sister Cities Exchange Programs

[ .

Bﬁm®iM%%ﬁW%%%ﬁ?é&E®ﬁﬁm\Xm%
WU CHEERLBELRD, 3ol ftom iz
52 EIIDUND ET,

The introduction of culture and the arts to one another's
communities contributes to deepening awareness and goodwill,
and stimulates the development of cultural activities.
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Film Exchange Between Film Festivals
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Obu Film Festival
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Obu Film Festival has been an annual event since March 2018.
Taking 'the potential of film' as its theme, 10 independent films are
selected from submitted works for screening at the festival.
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St Kilda Film Festival
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One of Australia's biggest and longest-running short film festivals,
the St Kilda Film Festival features an array of fresh, energetic,
cutting-edge films.

H#T |

Obu City and the City of Port Phillip host their own film festivals,
the Obu Film Festival and the St Kilda Film Festival. Inspired by the
sister cities relationship, in 2019 the festivals began sharing films.
In 2021, the St Kilda Film Festival screened ten works from Obu
Film Festival 2020 as part of its online program. Obu Film Festival
has also been able to screen a number of high-quality works from
the St Kilda Film Festival that viewers in Japan might otherwise not
have a chance to see. This exchange of films plays an important
role in deepening the friendship between our communities.

ST KILDA
FILM FESTIVAL
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Penguin Fundraising
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Clean Up the World is an environmental conservation activity
in which residents mobilize to pick up waste and clean up their
communities, started in Australia by yachtsman lan Kiernan in
1989. Introduced to Obu City by the City of Port Phillip, Clean Up
the World in Obu has been held every September since 1993.

Learning about environmental issues in each of our
communities helps to increase awareness about environmental
conservation and encourage the exchange of information
and cooperation which contributes to the realization of a
sustainable society.

The breakwater at the end of St Kilda Pier is home to a colony
of Little Penguins, said to be the world's smallest penguin species.
Research into the penguins began in 1986, and local volunteer
group Earthcare St Kilda, established in 1989, has been working to
survey, research, and protect the birds since then.

The Obu International Association has been collecting donations
to support Earthcare's efforts over the years. Funds donated by
the Obu community and collected with the assistance of Obu City
junior high school students are sent to Earthcare to contibute to
their ongoing penguin conservation activities.

A plaque with a message of appreciation, in Japanese and English,
for the Obu community's fundraising efforts was erected on the
repaired breakwater in July 1998.
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